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Imperial Navy; lie therefore commissioned mv brother
Henry to work out the various proposals nuule for this, and
commanded me to attend thr final exhibition, at which the
models of the new uniforms \vviv subniitlvd lo and approved
by him. 1 secured their introduction after my aavssion to
the throne. For the Army my father appointed a Commission
to work out new rules for drill and new regulations for service
In the field. The results of (his were the abolition of the
third rank, the introduction, as the, basis formation, of the
company column in three sections, the abolition of line ladies
and of evolutions in column of battalions, and in their stead
the Increase of exercises in skirmishing and more thorough
training in scattered fighting. On these principles, in tin;
spring of 1838, 1 trained my brigade, as the first troop
in the Army.

As I have already mentioned, ray father also abolished the
exercises which it had hitherto been the custom for the
regiments and brigades to carry out in the spring. At my
particular request, to which I had been moved by a petition
from my brigade, my father gave mo permission instead to
train my brigade in fighting. My personal A.P.C., Major
Baron von Bissing, who had often been entrusted with the
command of the marked enemy and haxl full freedom of action,
had at Ms disposal a flag brigade with the neeessary personnel
of officers, and was empowered to give, both me and the
regimental commanders opportunities for rapid decisions by
unexpected measures. He carried out this task brilliantly,
and at times succeeded in bringing abut it situations thai were
almost critical, but these were always exceedingly well parried
by the commanding officers, acting on their own initiative.
I was delighted to find that they, too, in spile of tlte old
rules, thoroughly well understood how to conduct a batik; on
modern principles.

On the evening before the last of these exorcises in fighting
I was sitting with my officers over a glass of beer when 1
received a letter from Charlottenburg. I had a violent fright,
as I could not but fear evil news ; an icy silence foil upon the
assembly. But who can describe my joy when 1 was able